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—History, Structure and Organization - The Klingon Empire—

LINZHAI - THE KLINGON HOMEWORLD .
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THE KELINGON

From fragmentary evidence, Klinzhai's orginal civili-
zatbon scems (o have been based on personal followings,
with the size of a political unit desermined by the number
of individusls the onit's leader could conerol. These units
tended to split and coalesce freely, wsually with some
Bloodshed at the transition
as the principle of “safery in numbers” became maore
apparent, Advances in communication and weapons tech-
nalogy respectively made larger, stronger units easier to as
semble and more necessary. The family lines gachered
:.[rl_'n;l;l'. L‘jl"\,]'u'u:' (11 |||I'i| I'|:i||'.r4| |-CI-|IL':||II|'L' -Cllli.lltll.'h.
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berween the present-day Klingon MNaval and Marine force is
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rooted in longago conflicts between sccan-dwelliers and
land-dwellers. Esch of these stares called eself Komerex
the word we anslare as “Empire™

We do not know when the Klingons developed nuclear
weapons. The usual sssumpeion, thae they came very late,
is based on nothing but eultural arrogance;
technology is NOT always in advance of Klingon, Perhaps
the multipolar Komerewi kept a balance of terror, Without
question there were wars and nuclears may have been used.
But Klinzhai is not devastared, Beyond chis, Klingons and
Klingan literature do not say

There seems 1o be a connection between the develop

Federation

ment ol ;l;,‘,rl_iguhl J|'llJ |_:l|¢ ‘||:|,|| |_||,||'||||I'. into the |-r|-w.'||
sysem of & sole Emperor and advisory Council. The *Span
Hypothesis" sugpests that, with the immensity of space
established, rhose Klingons who could rake the long view
;_l'wg:rn. a |||il'||'1rl'!:|. I‘!lIJ1
realized that it was no longer necessary of worlds to fight
self.destructive wars over the division: there was enough

sometimes an  influential one)

Universe for many I'.rr.;urf.-:.

The present system is berween three and four hundred
vears old, There have been at least thirty Emperars; che
exaet number s not known Klingen Emperors are not
autamatically wenerated (see the comments on Klingon
“religion™ elsewhere in s document), though all Klingons
know of the most famous ones

The historically greatest Emperor posstbly the first
sole Emperor — was Kahless of the line Riskadh, known as
Kahless the Unforgetrable |in mranshation, more exactly,
‘Kahless '.l‘lllll-i-\.I-III-IIII'!_I|I||-\.|'“ Kahless was killed in a
1 against the Bomulans
p or die with it, and in a symbalic
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art as physically similar to the Human fusion Klingon sub

race. It has always been thought that the Human-fusion
Rlingons — or fusions with Homandike races - came lates
in - Khngon  |lastors |||', bedsef may  have o be re
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ter with an imapge of Kahless in The Savage Curtain . .
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Elewhere we have discussed the “naked stars® and
their significance to the Klingons, it is important to under-
The
Klingen does not necessanily believe that the stars lterally
Did the ancient Greeks of

stand that this i mot a “simple primitive belief."

u'.“_h ﬂ:’l'\.l (L& I\.|I|.| I'ln. ;.|-;|:;|'||Il|
Earch literally believe that Zeas appeared as a white bull 1o
carry off Evropa

But such legends exist, and survive,
because they are in some way wseful. In the case of the
Maked Sears, the need seems o be for a higher, absolute
justice that Klingon society does nor prowide. (" Justice
belongs to the strong* is a common Klingon provech, |
A fragment ol a Klingon ballad may make this clear:
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Emperors or heroes, or of powerful animals s
sstormwalker”, are invoked, but this is no more relipious
than the human cxelamation, “My God!" The Empire has

encountercd many religions, however, and is well aware
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wholly discount the idea of supernatural betngs. In face,
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rons demonserate powers that are god-like if not actually
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EXTENTS OF THE KLINGON EMPIRE

Kiingon Emgime

The expansion of the Klingon Empire centers
roughly on the Klingan homeworld of Klinzhai. Unlike
the UFP, the expansion of the Empire has not been
as a slowly growing sphere, but in fits and starts as
first one powarful liné or consortium of lines grabbed
angd held valuable properties

Early in their history of expansion, tha Empire divid-
ed the galactic reaches into four quadrants (not 1o be
confused with the "‘quadrants’’ used for UFP galac-
tic navigationl, named for the first four letters in the
klingonaasa alphabet, but called "alpha’’, ""beta ",
"delta’, and “'gamma’’ by UFP historians. All than
existing lines were divided into four groups, and each
group was awarded one gquadrant to explore and
exploit,

Klingon competitiveness doomed this idea quite aar
Iy, howewver. Lines fought both inside and outside
quadrant groups, and the guadrant/ling arrangements
crumbled, Mow, any line may have holdings in any
quadrant, but the gquadrant dinsons surive as
geographical divisions of the Empire.

The lines holding Quadrant Alpha were quite suc-
cassful in the early days of the Empire, and much ax
ploration and exploitation took place here. This led the
Empire into its first confrontation with another in
terstellar expansionist civilization — the Homulans.
The Romulans are older foes of the Klingoens than the
UFP, with a hotly-contested dispute over B certain
area rich in valuable star systems being finally serl-

/

ed {during the five-year mission of tha U.5.5. Enter-
prise under Capt. Kirk) by a Romulan/Klingon treaty
The Romulan conflicts hawve left interests in this area
tied up for some time, however, and it is not as well
developed as the Empire would like

Quadrant Beta exploration came later, as ships
pushed out along the Romulan/Klingon border look-
ing for undisputed systams of value. Much of this
border (in an area known 83 "the Wedge"™ by the
Romulans and “the Triangle’ by the Klingons) 5 Com
posed of useless systems incapable of supporting life
and devoid of military, agricultural or mining value.
Mostly, the Romulans and Klingons have both left this
area undeveloped by unspoken agresment. Pushing
glong this border led the Klingons, evantually, to en-
counter the Federation and the “neutral’’ Orion col-
ony worlds in the vicinity of Rigel. Recognizing early
the UFP threat, the Klingons craftily supported the
Orlon neutrality with trade agreements and
technological sid, knowing that direct action in this
arsa would invite UFP use of force. Besides, the
Klingons reasoned, the Orion pirates would be a thorn
in the side of the UFP that might serve someday as
an important distraction.

In later years |by the time portrayed in the film,
STAR TREK Il — The Wrath of Khanl, the area bet-
ween the useless *'Triangle’” and the Onon words
would be found to contain worlds rich in valuable
minerals. War thraatened to break out here, leading
the UFP and the Empire to eventually establish a
stronger military presence hara, This area remains as
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the “‘sore spot’” between the UFP and the Empire that
may somaday erupl,

Quadrant Gamma bordars neither the Federation mor
thia Romulans, yet Klingon expansion in this area has
remainad somewhat limited. The reasons tor thes lack
of sxpansion remain unknewn 1o the Federation, but
it is postulated that the Klingons may face other op-
position on this side that is as vet not known to the
UFP

Cuadrant Delta is the site of most of the Klingon
Empire expansion in recent years. This section also
borders the UFP, and an sarly  Klingon Neutral Zone
was established in this area. An almaost-inevitable war
here was nonetheless averted by the intervention of
the Organians. The Organian Treaty Zone, backed by
Organian mental power, stil enforces the peace in this
sactor. The Klingons, howaver, have followed the UFP
borders here and opened up new colony worlds and
conguerad holdings beyond UFP-held space,
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SOCIOPOLITICAL STRUCTURE

The Emperor normally has a “shadow cabiner” of per-
sons with his private trust; advisors, spies and secret agents
— inevitably including secret bodyguards and an assassin
Or SIX.

The Imperial Council is made up of the highest milicary
and governmental ranks. It may admir others, and even
grant them a vote. Non-Khngons are not eligible, however.

The multiple arrows reflect that lower echelons are not
answerable to the Council as a whole, but to factions [the
Admirale, the Economic Planning Committee, etc.| or in
dividuals within it. |Sec accompanying illustration )

The Emperor & neicher elected (exactly ) nor chosen in
mial by combar (exactly], It is nov possible to become,
let alone remain, Emperor withour at least the consensus
support of the Council. And sometimes single combat
has been demanded, when the alternative would have been
civil war,

Selection of an Emperor ~ in fact, of any leader — is
based on the kewerex zha, “the perpetual game.” Not
everyone plays . . . or do they? To some theorises, i is
impassible MOT to play. Yee denying chat one i3 a player
at the game of seciery is a valid racric of play, if you follow
that

Anyway, when the Throne becomes vacant, the Per
]||_'£I1;|| [:.-.1l||u' i]'li'Fh, [15E £V ] !"HI' H_'C'FI' F'rll;,l_'lil,ll '|'\-|'|\IH_'I BITHILE -
tures are tested to the limit, deals are made, debes fore-
closed on. The "winner” becomes Emperor, The athers
adjust their poseons, based on how well chey played. Some
may dll' I‘il.ll II'I:JT i nog a |:I<'|_|.'l.x..r:.. QLT O

The Game may be a necessary safety valve for the high
power echelons of a socicry as internally seressed as ehe
Klingomns,

The average Impeelal reign is 15 years, and ends with a
death by natural causes. (Rember the shorter average life-
span . .. | The longest was 70 years | Keth the Centenarian,
“-I!.l'IM.' |nngq-'\.-:|r!. R TR qr|5|;|1|_-\.|-|:||1. |':.|1|.|,|1r|,i:; |i|1' I||I||r-
test was one howr (General Kagga, who was granted the
&L I_';"\.i-'lll w|I|I!| |II||.‘|:,,| SETNEECE |'I-r- dr,“ll. i Fec |_|Fl'|i['|l.'|n 1,1{
his exceprional skill vueside the Game)

A forforman Gedae do fhe & |I|.'..'._.'l. b rraprire
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